Clinical and pathological observations on spontaneous bovine respiratory syncytial virus infections in calves.
A clinical, pathological and microbiological study was made of acute spontaneous bovine respiratory syncytial virus infection in calves. Characteristic features were atelectatic areas, which had an exudative and, or, necrotising bronchiolitis with syncytial giant cells in the epithelial lining and in the lumina of these bronchioles. Restricted to these areas both bronchiolar and alveolar immunofluorescence for bovine respiratory syncytial virus were seen. Complications were severe interstitial oedema, interstitial emphysema and a catarrhal or fibrinous pneumonia due to secondary bacterial invasion.